
The Board of Supervisors met on 11/19/24 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building. Lisa Heddens, 

Linda Murken, and Latifah Faisal (via Zoom), with Heddens presiding. (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov; any resolution is effective upon signature and can be inspected M-F, 8-4:30, at 900 6th Street, 

Nevada, Iowa)   

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Murken moved, Faisal seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER 17-23, 2024 AS HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS 

WEEK:  Heddens and Murken read the Proclamation in full.  Heddens moved, Murken seconded approving the 

Proclamation recognizing November 17-23, 2024 as Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH QUARTERLY REPORT:  Director Kimberly Grandinetti asked for questions about 

the submitted written report.  The Board had no questions.  Grandinetti presented details on the State of Iowa’s private 

wells grant and the wide range of uses for private owners.  There has been more usage in FY25.  Murken asked why. 

Grandinetti said more promotion of the availability of the funding.  Murken asked if there were more abandoned wells. 

Laura Johnston, Environmental Health Specialist, yes, in the last few years.  Grandinetti stated educating owners is key.  

In FY25, legislative changes provided more flexibility in the use of funding by removing specific dollar caps from the 

Code of Iowa and allowing for more procedures.  Grandinetti provided detail on testing and remediation.  Grandinetti 

asked the Board for questions.  Murken asked for more information about surface water infiltration.  Grandinetti 

provided additional detail.  Faisal thanked Grandinetti and Johnston. 

MINUTES:  11/7/24 Administrative Recount Minutes, 11/12/24 Minutes, and 11/13/24 General Election Canvass 

Minutes.  Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving the 11/7/24 Administrative Recount Minutes, 11/12/24 Minutes, 

and 11/13/24 General Election Canvass Minutes as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 1) promotion, effective 11/17/24, in a) Sheriff's Office for Lee Schelonka @ $2,500.00/bw.  

Murken moved, Faisal seconded the approval of Personnel Actions as listed.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

CLAIMS: 11/21/24 Claims for $ 1,039,186.36 (run date 11/15/24), 39 pages, on file in the Auditor's Office and authorize 

the Auditor to issue checks in payments of these claims and payment requests from CIDTF ($374.34), Emergency 

Management ($997.85), E911 ($258.81), County Assessor ($6,622.14), City Assessor ($64,335.57), Central Iowa 

Community Services ($360,789.91).  

Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving claims as listed. Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

Murken moved, Faisal seconded approving Consent Agenda. 

1. Contract for Highway Right-of-Way with Brent and Jody Larson for the purchase of temporary easement for 

$1,343.70 (Project No. BROS-C085(162)--5F-85 

2. Yearly Subscription Fees between Story County and Tyler Technologies for TCM, effective 2/1/25-1/31/26, for 

$26,664.61  

3. Resolution #25-44, Assessed/Taxable Values of Utility Companies for 2024 – Payable in FY26 

4. 28E Agreement for Tobacco, Alternative Nicotine and Vapor Product Enforcement, effective 10/1/24-6/30/25 

5. CLIA Laboratory Certification for Laboratory Testing, effective 3/29/25-3/28/27, for $248.00 

6. Test Licensing Agreement between Ergometrics and Story County for job applicant testing, effective 11/23/24, 

not exceed $600.00 

7. Renewal Service Support between Story County and IP Pathways for SMARTnet, effective 11/16/24-11/15/25, 

for $30,401.76 

8. Resolution #25-43, to Abate Taxes against Said Mobile Home due to Removal from Park 

9. Resolution #25-45, to Abate Property Taxes on Parcel Owned by a Political Subdivision 

10. 2024 Weed Commissioner's Report and 2025 Weed Commissioner Certification Form 

11. Road Closure Resolution:  #25-08 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

CELL PHONE CONTRACT FOR SECONDARY ROADS (UNBUDGETED):  Darren Moon, Engineer, stated his 

department has been researching the issue for some time; coordinating the contract with the switch to the new payroll 

system and electronic timesheets is good timing.  It will alleviate staff privacy concerns and travel time to check email at 

available buildings.  The 24-month contract is modeled on Tama County’s.  Moon stated it is a good deal:  free phones 

with service provided at $20.00 a month per phone plus an additional $5.99 a month for radio and tracking capabilities.  

Moon said the annual cost will be $7,800.00; in FY25 it will cost approximately $4,500.00.  The phones, in conjunction 

with the electronic timesheets, will ultimately provide cost savings.  Murken asked if Secondary Roads will still maintain 

StoryComm radios.  Moon said yes.  Faisal stated she is glad to see this; it solves communication challenges for mobile 

staff.  She thanked Moon for his work on this topic.  Faisal moved, Murken seconded approving the Cell Phone Contract 

for Secondary Roads.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

RESOLUTION #25-39, BLACK PIKE SUBDIVISION, RESIDENTIAL PARCEL SUBDIVISION:  Marcus Amman, 

Senior Planner, Planning and Development, reported the proposed subdivision will create two lots out of an existing 

parcel, one for the existing dwelling and one buildable lot.  He provided information on the property owners, road 

access, surrounding land use, applicable regulations, and comments from the interagency review team.  The City of 

Kelley waived its review; the land is just east of the City of Kelley.  Amman reported the proposal meets all 

requirements and standards and is in conformance with the Land Development Regulations.  No response was received 

from the public notice mailed out on 11/14/24.  Kelley waived its review on 11/10/24.  Amman reported staff 

recommends approval under Option 1.  Murken moved, Faisal seconded approving Resolution #25-39, Black Pike 

Subdivision, Residential Parcel Subdivision Plat-Black Pike Subdivision, as put forth in SUB24-000009.  Roll call vote.  

(MCU) 

REQUEST FOR FUNDING FOR CLIMATE ACTION PLAN FOR GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS IN AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $95,000.00 (UNBUDGETED):  Leanne Harter, Planning and Development Director, reported this 

was originally funded via American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) but staff recommended the $75,000.00 after concluding a 

similar effort led by Polk County would incorporate would incorporate such a plan.  That was the impression when 

Story Count released its request for proposals (RFP) this fall.  The RFP received six proposals.  Three firms were asked 

to make presentations.  Harter reported estimated costs range up to $95,000.00.   The team is requesting funding 



approval not to exceed $95,000.00 for the development of the Climate Action Plan for Government Operations.  Joby 

Brogden, Facilities Management Director, provided additional detail on the three firms.  Faisal asked for clarification on 

the budget history.  Harter stated originally $75,000.00 of ARPA funding was obligated.  The funding was subsequently 

removed because of the Polk County project.  Murken asked if ARPA funding was currently available.  Assistant 

Auditor Lisa Markley stated there is $298,394.00 of unobligated ARPA Revenue Loss funding available.  The question is 

if the project can be completed by December of 2026.  Brogden stated yes, at most the project will take 12 months.  

Murken moved, Faisal seconded approving Funding for Climate Action Plan for Government Operations for $95,000.00 

from available ARPA funds.  Roll call vote.  MCU 

SERVICE AGREEMENT FOR PERMITTING SOFTWARE BETWEEN STORY COUNTY AND SCHNEIDER 

GEOSPATIAL:  Joe Wakeman, Information Technology Director, reported on consolidating and replacing permitting 

software for both Environmental Health and Planning and Development.  Currently both departments use CitizenServe 

and Environmental Health also employs in-house software.  The proposed project will bring both departments under 

one umbrella.  Three quotes were received:  CitizenServe, GeoPermits, and Tyler Permitting.  After review, 

demonstrations, and talking to colleagues from other counties, Wakeman recommends GeoPermits with an annual cost 

of $35,100.00.  Because other counties already use it, custom modules for Iowa are already in place.  We already work 

with the parent company, Schneider Geospatial, for the Beacon property records website.  Contractors and the public 

will be familiar with the platform.  Wakeman supports moving the two departments to one system.  GeoPermits allows 

unlimited users so adding other departments and offices is possible.  Environmental Health budgeted for replacement 

software and Year 1 costs are well under the budget.  CitizenServe is in place through October of 2025 so transition will 

be smooth.  Kimberly Grandinetti, Environmental Health Director, stated the switch will allow Environmental Health to 

use existing platforms for permitting for pools and tattoo parlors.  The information integrates with the Beacon site.  

Wakeman stated the County will have in-house expertise that can be shared.  The request will be presented at next 

week’s meeting as the quote was received too late for this agenda.  No action is requested today.  The Board thanked the 

department heads for their work.  Heddens directed Wakeman to put the quote on next week’s agenda. 

INTEGRATED ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT (IRVM) QUARTERLY REPORT:  Weed 

Commissioner Ty Hamiel reported on brush spraying contractor, staffing, seed harvest, roadside seeding, drainage 

district maintenance, grant funding, winter projects, and the Kestrel box program. Weather windows for prescribed fire 

is still to be determined.  He asked for questions.  Murken asked for additional detail on the work delayed by weather.  

Hamiel provided.  The Board thanked Hamiel. 

DIRECTION ON REQUEST FROM YOUTH AND SHELTER SERVICES (YSS) FOR REQUEST FOR FUNDS:   

Crystal Davis, County Outreach and Special Projects Manager, reported on an informal request for additional ARPA 

funding from YSS, to request the funds that were de-obligated by the Board in October.  She reported on future 

processes.  Andrew Allen, President and Chief Executive Officer, YSS, stated the funds are needed to backfill funding 

from a partner that backed out in October.  Murken stated the Board has not yet read the proposal as it was just 

handed out.  Faisal agreed and stated while it is a similar project, it’s not the same project.  Does it fit with procedures?  

Heddens clarified that this is a new request, not a reallocation as funds were already de-obligated.    Heddens stated 

Allen needs to sign contract for de-obligation and then submit a new request.  Heddens asked for additional 

documentation on costs.  Murken asked if it was possible to obligate additional funding prior to the end of the calendar 

year.  Davis said yes.  Murken stated there are only two meetings remaining in the year where all Board members will 

be present.  Allen stated he can submit something by Thursday morning of this week.   

LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS:  Faisal stated she will attend tomorrow’s drainage meeting in person, otherwise she will attend 

meetings via Zoom.  All Board members reported on upcoming meetings and items. 

CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO CODE OF IOWA §21.5(1)(c):  Murken moved, Faisal seconded to go into closed 

session pursuant to Code of Iowa §21.5(1)(c) at 11:02 a.m. Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

Heddens reconvened the Board in open session at 11:43 a.m.  Murken moved, Heddens seconded to adjourn at 11:43 

a.m. Roll call vote. (MCU) 




















































































































































