
The Board of Supervisors met on 10/06/20 at 10:00 a.m. in the Story County Administration Building.  Members 

present: Linda Murken, Lisa Heddens, and Lauris Olson, with Murken presiding.  (all audio of meetings available at 

storycountyiowa.gov).  Murken read the special note to the public: due to recommendations for social distancing in 

order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, and limited space, the meeting will be provided via Zoom meeting 

originating from the Story County Administration Building.  

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Heddens moved, Olson seconded adopting the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously (MCU) on a roll call vote. 
UPDATES ON COVID-19 – Murken reported on the County’s positive infection rate.    

INFORMATION REGARDING REQUESTS FROM CERRO GORDO COUNTY, WEBSTER COUNTY AND 

WRIGHT COUNTY TO JOIN THE CENTRAL IOWA COMMUNITY SERVICES (CICS) MENTAL HEALTH AND 

DISABILITY SERVICES (MHDS) REGION – Karla Webb, Community Services Director, reported three counties 

have requested to join the region.  Olson asked about disadvantages.  Russell Wood, CICS CEO, reported on efficiencies 

for administrative costs.  Discussion took place.  Olson asked about staff costs.  Wood reported on a needed analysis.  

Murken asked about concerns.  Wood reported costs will still be below levy capacity.  Additional discussion took place.  

Webb reported on anticipated extra duties.  Heddens reported on state processes.  Olson asked about additional work 

for the Auditor’s Office as the fiscal agent of the region.  Lisa Markley, Assistant Auditor, reported the additional work 

is diminimus.  Discussion took place.  Wood reported on additional resources.  Murken stated she does not share Olson’s 

concerns.  Heddens stated she may have additional questions.  
MINUTES:  9/8/20 Minutes, 9/10/20 Special Minutes, 9/15/20 Canvass Minutes, 9/15/20 Minutes, 9/22/20 Canvass 

Minutes, 9/22/20 Minutes And 9/29/20 Minutes.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of 9/8/20 and 9/10/20 

Minutes with a change to 9/10/20.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS:  1) pay adjustment, effective 10/11/20, in a) Board of Supervisors for Leanne Harter @ 

$3,343.15/bw.  Heddens moved, Olson seconded the approval of Personnel Actions as presented.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval of Consent Agenda with presented. 

1. Subcontract with Youth and Shelter Services (YSS) for FY21 Substance Abuse Grant with the Iowa Department 

of Public Health (IDPH) 
2. 28E Agreement for Tobacco, Alternative Nicotine and Vapor Product Enforcement between the Iowa Alcoholic 

Beverages Division and Story County, effective 10/1/20-6/30/21 

3. FY21 Contract between Story County and the IDPH for Grants to Counties (Well Testing, Plugging, 

Renovating) for $30,300.00 

4. Permission to use the County’s credit card for motherboard replacement from Lenovo for $478.95 plus $8.95 

shipping 

5. Utility Permits: #21-5235, #21-5236, #21-5237 

Roll call vote.  (MCU) 

CRITERIA TO CONSIDER RE-CLOSING A COUNTY OFFICE OR OFFICES DUE TO COVID-19 – Murken 

reported on no specific matrix.  Olson read her matrix plus items to consider.  Heddens stated this is a good start.  Olson 

moved, Heddens seconded the approval of the Criteria to Consider Reclosing a County Office or Offices due to COVID-

19 as presented.  Olson nay, Heddens nay, Murken nay.  Motion fails.  Murken stated to take to the COOP-COG 

Management Team meeting tomorrow for a recommendation to the Board.     
UPDATED IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH (IDPH) QUARANTINE GUIDELINES – Todd Lundvall, 

Risk Manager, reported on IDPH guidelines differ from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommendations 

currently followed by the County for quarantine process and return to work.  Extensive discussion took place.  Murken 

stated further discussion is warranted, including input from the Board of Health.  
PERMANENTLY INCREASING THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT PLANNING INTERN 

POSITION HOURS AND ALSO CREATING A NEW TEMPORARY PLANNING INTERN POSITION FOR FY21 

ONLY – Jerry Moore, Planning and Development Director, reported on work load, future workload, and the impact of 

his imminent departure.  He requested an increase of hours for the current intern during the academic school year, and 

the creation of a new position for FY21 of up to 20 hours a week.  Extensive discussion took place.  Heddens moved, 

Olson seconded the approval of the permanently increasing the Planning and Department Planning Intern position 

hours to 20 hours and also creating a new temporary Planning Intern position for FY21 only.  Heddens amended her 

motion to approval of permanently increasing the Planning and Development Department Planning Intern position 

hours to 20 hours and also creating a new temporary Planning Intern position for FY21 only, authorizing the second 

intern position to up to 20 hours a week, Olson seconded.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  Murken stated for the hiring freeze 

exception form be added to the agenda next week.   
REQUEST TO CHANGE FROM PAYPAL TO HEARTLAND FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT PROCESSING 

THROUGH CITIZENSERVE – Jerry Moore, Planning and Development Director, reported on issues with PayPal; the 

Treasurer’s Office supports using Heartland.  Discussion took place.  Ted Rasmusson, Treasurer, reported on fees and 

existing relationship with Heartland.  Murken clarified the fee is $5,000.00.  Rasmusson stated yes and it is worth the 

transition.  Olson moved, Heddens seconded the approval to Request to Change from PayPal to Heartland for Credit 

Card Payment Processing through Citizenserve.  Roll call vote.  (MCU)  
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORT – Jerry Moore highlighted items from the submitted 

written report.   
DIRECTION TO STAFF TO COMPILE AMENDMENTS TO THE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN - STORY COUNTY 

URBAN RENEWAL AREA – Leanne Harter, County Outreach and Special Project Manager, reported on 

presentations given and amounts by project.  The Board discussed funding of each project.  Olson moved for Harter to 

bring back a draft for Ames at $13,200.00, Story City at $8,240.00, and Zearing at $20,025.00 for a total of $41,465.00.  

Motion died for a lack of a second.  Heddens reviewed the funds for each application and her grand total is $43,809.00.  

Murken directed Harter to calculate the needed match for Ames if umbrellas are removed.     
TREASURER’S UPDATE ON SEPTEMBER PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS – Ted Rasmusson, Treasurer, reported 

the County has received 96.885% of billed taxes.  The 1,600 delinquent parcels will be sent notices soon. 



UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:  Olson has asked Sandra King to bring an item discussing details of the Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) funds.  Murken reported on upcoming recommendations regarding 

criteria for closing buildings and quarantine guidelines.  Olson asked about an email requesting tax abatement.   
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 

SUPERVISORS: The Board reported on meetings. 

Heddens moved, Olson seconded to adjourn at 1:23 p.m.  Roll call vote.  (MCU) 
 

 






































































































































